METRIC LABELING ON U.S. EXPORTS

The International Systems of Units, universally known as the SI, is the modern metric system of measurement.  Every industrialized nation in the world, except the United States, prefers and/or requires the metric system for weights and measures.  As a result, many non-metric U.S. products are not readily exportable to certain markets.  

When the European Union (EU) goes to a metric-only market on January 1, 2010,  product labels with inches, pounds, or any other non-metric measurement may no longer be exported to the EU. 

Last year, Korea began requiring measurements be expressed only in metrics.  Japan already requires all imported products and shipping documents show metric units.  In the Philippines, only metric units may be used to measure any product, commodity, material, or utility.  Metric is the only system that can be used in the Philippines in any commercial transaction, contract and other legal instrument, or other official document.

The metric system is increasingly becoming the standard in Latin America, the Caribbean, and Jamaica.  Chile requires that all labels contain, in Spanish, the size and weight converted to the metric system.  Goods not complying with these measurements may be imported, but not sold to consumers until the conversion is made.  Costa Rican law mandates exclusive use of metrics.  In Brazil, product labels should have a Portuguese translation and use metric units or show a metric equivalent.

African countries have similar metric rules.  Mauritius and Eritrea require metric weights and measures, and Cameroon recommends French and English labeling, with all measurements listed in metric.  Metric is required on all bills of lading on exports to South Africa.  Products entering Nigeria must be labeled only in metric terms; dual or multi-marking items will be confiscated or refused entry.

The Trade Information Center (TIC), part of the U.S. Department of Commerce, provides information about country labeling requirements.  For more info, contact the TIC at 1-800-USA-TRADE, email tic@ita.doc.gov, or visit the website at http://tradeinfo.doc.gov.
The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) publishes a comprehensive guide to the European standards and regulatory committees that directly affect doing business in the EU and its associated countries.  The guide is available on the Internet at www.nist.gov/metric. 

NIST provides Export Alert!, a free Internet service that automatically notifies businesses when foreign governments propose changes to labeling, metric and other standards that might influence the treatment of U.S. exports.  To subscribe to this no-cost service, sign up online at http://ts.nist.gov/ncsci.
